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Like politics and religion, the contro-
versy that surrounds foal heat breeding
continues to rage. With both sides taking
highly emotional positions often the real
issues are forgotten during the battle of
opinions. Before choosing a side in the
heated debate on the question “Should o
mare be bred on foal heat,2” consider
that the correct answer is not either “Yes”
or “No” but “Maybe.

Mares are individuals and each preg-
nancy has its own unique conditions.
There is not one right answer that works
for every mare. Nor does this year's

Foal Heat Criteria

answer carry over to next year.

Over the last forty years in the busi-
ness of breeding horses, we have devel-
oped a set of guidelines to determine
when a foal heat breeding is a good
risk. By religiously applying these stan-
dards, fodling rates of 70%-90% from
foal heat breedings can be produced.

In order to achieve this level of suc-
cess, a mare must pass all of these
requirements to be bred on foal heat.

Failure to qualify on any one of the crite-

ria determines that the mare is NOT a
candidate for foal heat breeding.

Nature designed this fertile foal heat
period for the horse. Evolutionarily it had
to serve as an advantage fo the species.
Although 5,000 years of domestication
may have created some problems with
the system, proper management can turn
Nature’s design into the blessing it was
intended to be.

— Dr. Jim and Lynda McCall

For more information,
visit the McCalls af their
web site: www.the-old-place.com




